Amendment under Ex Parte Quayle Practice 
U.S. Application No. 10/680,155 

AMENDMENTS TO THE DRAWINGS 

Applicant submits herewith 1 replacement sheet of Figures 5 and 6. 

Attachment: 1 Replacement Sheet 
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REMARKS 

Applicant is grateful to have received an indication of the allowability of the application. 

Applicant submits that the change made to the Abstract has been suggested by the 
Examiner, is simply editorial in nature, and no question of new matter or questions of further 
search arise. 

Further, the Examiner has objected to page 20, lines 4-18. The Examiner maintains that 
it is not clear what part of the disc cartridge the metal plate 20 corresponds to. Since there is no 
page 20 in the present specification, Applicant assumes the Examiner intended to refer to page 
1 1. In regard to the metal plate 20, Applicant is submitting herewith a replacement drawing for 
Figure 5 which labels reference numeral 20 in the drawing. As discussed on page 11, lines 4-13, 
the slits S are formed in the metal plate member 20. The slits S are shown in Figure 5 formed 
around the cylindrical portion of the upper shell half 3. Accordingly, by viewing the relation of 
the slits S in Figures 5 and 6, the metal plate 20 of Figure 6 is merely the specific portion 
provided with the slits S, i.e., it corresponds to the upper shell half 3. Therefore, Applicant has 
amended Figure 5 such that the reference numeral "20" is positioned next to the reference 
numeral "3." 

In view of the amendment to the Figure, Applicant has amended the specification 
accordingly. Since the positioning of the slits S, and therefore the relation of reference numerals 
3 and 20, are shown in Figures 5 and 6, Applicant submits that the amendments do not constitute 
new matter. 
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In addition, the non-limiting embodiments of the specification referred to both the flange 
and the hole by the same reference numeral, i.e., "21." Accordingly, Applicant has amended the 
specification and Figure 6 to refer to the hole "21" as hole "22" to avoid confusion. Since the 
features were already present, Applicant submits that the mere renumbering does not constitute 
new matter. 

The Examiner has objected to claims 1-4 as containing "awkward" language in regard to 
the claimed "stretching." Accordingly, Applicant has amended claim 1 to more closely conform 
to U.S. claim practice. Further, minor amendments have been made to claims 2-5 for clarity and 
for minor grammatical reasons. Applicant submits that such amendments overcome the 
objection. 

Further, on page 2 of the Office Action, the Examiner requests that the Applicant add 
functional language to claims 1 and 5. However, since the subject matter of each claim is 
already allowable over the prior art, Applicant does not wish to add additional language to the 
claims related to function, i.e., to avoid such language later being used to unnecessarily narrow 
the scope of the claims. 

Entry and consideration of this Amendment are respectfully requested. 

In view of the above, reconsideration and allowance of this application are now believed 
to be in order, and such actions are hereby solicited. If any points remain in issue which the 
Examiner feels may be best resolved through a personal or telephone interview, the Examiner is 
kindly requested to contact the undersigned at the telephone number listed below. 



8 



Amendment under Ex Parte Quayle Practice 
U.S. Application No. 10/680,155 

The USPTO is directed and authorized to charge all required fees, except for the Issue 
Fee and the Publication Fee, to Deposit Account No. 19-4880. Please also credit any 
overpayments to said Deposit Account. 



Respectfully submitted, 




SUGHRUE MION, PLLC 
Telephone: (202) 293-7060 
Facsimile: (202) 293-7860 



Allison M. Tulino 
Registration No. 48,294 



WASHINGTON OFFICE 



23373 



CUSTOMER NUMBER 



Date: September 12, 2005 
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